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why is a Fan' - circa Seacon

At the Seacon one of the more interesting discussions
was the question period following the "4hy is a Fan" panel.

Panelists were Jrae Ballard, Bill Evans, Bob Pavlat,
Ted “hite, Boyd Raeburn, Walter Breen and Jack Speer (who
arrived near thnz end). The moderator was Earl Kemp.

Orizinally Frank Dietz had planasd to transcribe the
entirz discussion, but upon reviewing his tape he found the
reproduction of the formal portion of the panel to be barely
understandable, but the question and answer period to bz
fairly clear. He was kind enouzh to allow us the use of this
portion of the program to reproduce here. wherz se could
not clearly reproduce thz discussicn or identify the speak-
er, We have so noted it in the transcription which follows.

The formal portion of the program consisted of the
panelists zivinz their opinions as to why peoplz became
‘Fans''. Jack Speer's handicap theory was discussed at
length, i.e2., that people entered fandom because they had a
handicap of some typz - physical or mental - which kept
them out of the usual pursuits open to "'mundane unhandi-
capped’ peonle.

Following this the panel was opsned to questions from
the floor. The exact trawscript follows.

2 B St e ¢ T R S T

Earl Kemp: Now we would like to know if there are any
questions from thz floor.

Elinor Busby: I think ‘I know the main rz2ason this zroup

objects to the handicapped theory < I agree
heartily that practically all fans have some sort of handi-
cap, whether it is a physical handicap or something as
tenuous as beinz born and brought up in a small town. How-
ever, does anybody know any non-fan who does not have a
handicap*? '

Kemn: (cepeats the quastion)



Ted #hite: I think the majior difference is that fans

realize they have a handicap, even subconsciously.
The mundanes are not interassted enough to realize it.
They are mare content to have a job.

Kemp: Jack, do you want to say something?

Jack Speer: I just wanted to say that there are an awful lot

. of people that I know that are mundane whose
handicaps I don't know and. I think probably a great many of
them don‘t have any handicaps. .

Breen: Are they complacently accepting the rules as
they find them?

Speer: Yes.
Adhite: That's a'handiéép.
(Laughter) .
Speer: A handicap is a handlcap if you yourself think

of it as that.
Kemp: This gentleman right here.

(There was a lengthy remzrk by a fan from the floor which,
unfortunately, is mostly indistinzuishable on the tape since
he was speaking in a low voice. He was discussing the fact
that you might consider people who are Dodger fans as

having a handicap.)

Kemp: They find security with a majority group.

(There were then some remarks from a fan in the .back of the
room, again too low to be intelligible but who thought the
handicap idea was very gzood and then who discussed some
stories and theories that had been mentioned in Analog. The
rest of what he said was completely indistinzuishable.)

Kemp: Christine, I believe you're next.

Chris Moskowitz: 1I'd like to ask the panel in general what
makes them think that this group as a group is



actually any more unique, or different, or handicapped,
or introverted or whatever term you want to apply to it,
than any other group in sciety which is a selective group,
whether it is rock collecting, whether it is bird watching,
whether it is a sport of some kind, whether it is photo-
graphy, stamp collecting, coin collecting, etci I don't
think, really, that fandom, per se, is actually any differ-
ent than any other group except inasmuch as it does its -
talkinz morz on paper in'a 1iteréry sense,. not in the people
that are in ‘it but merely in what it does. I can't see
that fandom, per se, is any more different than any of
these 101 other types of hobbies or whatever you want to
call it that you can get into. I certainly know a lot of
0dd people in photography. I mean thiere zre as many odd-
balls that we get into our photography club and the Photo- -
- graphic Society of America is an orgenization at least & or
5> times as large as fandom, with many people in remote areas
who go into photography because they can do it on their own
so this doesn't make fandom unique. I know a lot of people
that 30 in for rock collecting and making things out of
these rocks because they have physical handicaps or they're
confined (and they might be confined in wheelchairs) who go
in for doll-making, weaving or some other handicraft because
they are handicapped. physically,. Mentslly, I know of a
number of individuals who go into a sport because they are
not too bright but they're good at the sport so I want some-
body on this panel to see if they can convince me why they
think fandom is any more unique in itself than any other
group. ' ’

(Applause)

Kemp: I believe that was essentially Alma's question
which we worked over very well, I think.
Walter, do you want to'add something to it? :

Breen: Yes, If they don't find this fandom, they find
~ some other one. I think .what distinguishes our
fandom from most of thgbthers is this is a far more self-
conscious, self-analyzing group, in person and in fan clubs
and are far more closely knit, more closely integrated.

Chris: You've never seen a photography group in action
then, 4 i o
Breen: That's right, I haven't. But there are probably. -

other....



Chttal o Let me tell you something, Maybe you're not

e aware of it but, for example, in photozraphy

I belon; to &, what we call portfolios, which in a sense are
the’ fan magazines of photography. Now what a portfolio is,
let me :ust exnlain this. It consists of a group of photo-
graphs, and somz sheets of paper on which you criticize
everybody else's photographs and what they call, well, just
a notebook or actually it is a. fanzine.

Kemp: 0.K., it's a fanzine; everyone to his own fandom.

Chris: And they criticize each other and actually get
into quite a bit of personal interest, telling
about their daughters falling out of the crib and....

(side remark by Ted 4hite caught'on the tape - * You
mean they're not being creative?')

It may be about their jobs and so-on. This is a fan group
and they are, they're criticizing each other in photography
just as fans criticize each other's literature.

(sid2 remark by Walter Breen cauzht on the tane - "'So
there are sercon groups in photography fandom,
so what?')

Chris: So I can't see that sf fandom is any different.

Breen: I think probably if you were more deeply immersed
in it , you mizht,

Kemp: - Wdalter, what we are deciding here is what fans
’ are,. not what they have that nobody else has
which I think is a probable cause. Basically, I don't
think fandom is that unique. I think Christine is right
in that respect but we're trying necessarily to isolate
fandom, the unique properties that make a. fan of onz person
that no one else would have. I tend to believes that there
aren't any such. I think it's a happy coincidence of
factors. ; :

Evans: I think there is one différence in fandom as
we know it and the rest of the fandoms and
several others. I collect books, I collect stamps, I



collect coinS....
(Breen - "Do you zet Coin Worlds?")

No, I'm not that deeply in thank gooldness. But the
difference, I think, is that Zandom as we know it is not
what fandom started out o be. Fandom started out 20 years
ago, 30 years azo, 35 years azo, in 1926, as a hobby fandom,
like photography, like coin collecting, like collecting
anything. It was a hobby fandom. It's grown into a
multiple purpose group which is not focused on one central
thing. Coin collzactors are coin collectors first; tha
other things sort of come along. Stamp collectors are
interested mainly in the ‘stamps; they're not all interested
in the same stamps but they're interested in stamps and I
might point out that they make friends throuzh that.

They're friends not because they are stamp collectors; stamp
collecting is an intrdduction. In fandom, people are
friends in fandom because they are fans. They don't get
into it now because they're sf readers espacially. This
just happens to be the hook that Zets people in. Once
they're in, it's no longer a 'hobby zroup focused on a par-
ticular hobby. It's a hobby group focused on 20 different
hobbies at once.

Kemp: There are 3 hands - are these comments or are
these questions?

Sam Moskowitz: Mine's a comment. If the otha¥s are
questions, you can take them first.

Kemp: A question might change the subject. Maybe
you'd‘betier make your comment, Sam.

Sam: The idea of fandom not being concerned with
cience fiction is an absurdity and ridiculous.
(Laughter and applause)
Because if you're not science fiction fans, what the hell
are you? You're nothing and let's face it. You're either
interested in some facet of fantasy - you may not be
interested primarily in collecting or primarily in reading
or nrimarily in illustrating but you're interesied in some
facet of it., If ‘that's not your focus, I will sit here like



the Rock of Gibraltar and watch you drops of water flow out
to sea because you're moving past me; I'm not moving
past you,

(Laughter and'appiause)

Panel Member: I just had a quick comment on that. 3Sam's
entitled to his opinion but in FAPA recently,
he and Christine were outvoted about 60 to 1 on this
question.
- (Laughter)

Sam: | I mean, those fans are dying. (Laughter)

(Unknown voice caught on tape - They're dying happy.')
Kemp: Sylvia, have you got a comment or a question?
Sylvia Jhite: Mostly comment.

Kemp: Make your comment, Come here, you can't talk
very loud.

Sylvia: I think that one thing that hasn't been mention-
ed that science fiction fans seem to have more
than all of these other fandoms, coin collacting and all
these other names, it is because what they are fans of is
mostly the printed word. Fans are more interested and more
able to communicate by the printed words, thersfore are more
able to publish fanzines. I've seen fanzines of many of
these other types of clubs. None of them has a real
communication the way that fans do in their fanzines. I
don't know how this coincides with, say, the Baker Street
Irregulars and other things but I think that, generxally
speaking, fandoms that are fang .of the printed words in
some respect have a muéh'stron§Abond of communication
between them through these fanzines and thereby have much
more tizhtly knit orcanizations.

Kemp: Christine, do you have a comment or a question?
Chris: I'd just like to point out that I doubt very much

that this young lady knows anything about the
other gzrouns, thereforzs how can she speak about them?



(7/hite or Breen in an aside caught by the tape -
‘O, nonsense!') :

iWhite: Now, are you calling her iznorant?

Chris: I'm not calling her ignorant; I'm merely saying
I con't feel she's acquainted with those other
fields. Unless she's actually been in them, how can she...

(interruption by white: ‘How do you know she
hasn't?")

Chris: I balieva she hasn't because if she was as I

am in photozrapay, she would know thai photo-
graphy has iust as close bonds as fzndom, if you go into
the heart of it. I know many people who‘ve met and married
in fandom in photocraphy. 2

(aside by panel membar caught on the tape - "So what?”)

(another aside - “'I know p°op1e who have met in
mundane and gotten married.®)

A photography convention is quite a thing iust as fan
conventions are for making friends and what have you as any
other group. In the clubs, in the close-knit clubs, there
are even factions, thers's even feuding.

(aside by panel member caught by the tape - “'Oh, nooo!®)

L] L ] L . L] L] e L L) L] L] L] L] -

This portion of the panel was reoortpd as fo‘loas on
paze 13 of Fanac

"During the audience-question period, Elinor Busby
punctured the Spzer handicap theory by asking if
anyone (panelist or audience member) knew any nonfans
altogether free of handicaps. No hands were raised.
opeer said that hz knew many mundane types without
known handicaps. ' I asked him: ™Are these peoolc y
complacent acceptors of the world as it is?' GSpeer
“Yas'. Ted Jhite: "“That's a handicap." (Lauzhter)



Christine Moskowitz then harangued us at length

about photography clubs (which sound 1ikz another
fandom, the way she describes them) and then asked

us why we thought oui fandom was "more unique"

(sic) than any other spzcial interest group, or

for that matter more handicapped,. introverted, etc?

I replied that our Zandom was far more self-
conscious than others I knew of, and said that

its entirely likely that thers a2re many who would

be in it if they knew of it -- but if they don't:

find our fandom they go into another one which has the
features they need. Evans added that coin fans ere
interested almost exclusively in coinz, phcio & stamp

& carfans 'similarly, etc, ChrisMos shouted denials

on behaif of photo clubs) =-- but that cur cwn fandom

has no such overwhﬁlm'n01y central issue. SaM

%Sgngsze é%wlzuraT gf 5.F. fans Wuaf are you?"

AnALE 80§ nave mire common interests than do
other such special interest groups; perhapns we mlvht
be called printed-word fans, communication/idea
fans” ChrisMos shouted: ' She's ignorant!" Ted
bridling a bit, rushed to her defense with “How do
you know she hasn't been in them?" Ella Parker went
on about the Sense of .Jonder popularly suppcsed to
satisfy at very early ages =--

Kemp: Je will now change the subject. Ella, do you
have a new question?

£lla Parker: dell, actually, all of you at one
time or another have mentioned sense
of wonder and how much that fans seem to have lost. For
quite some time I've held a theory about this and I would
be interested to see whether. the panel agrees with it. The
fact that the initial sense of wonder has bésn lost within
you because a lot of you began reading science fiction
when you were very young. How many of you have gone back
now and rz-read the stories that fostered the sense of
wondexr in you and did it revive your sense and did you

still feel they were wonderful stories or did you think
they wera crud?



(interruption iy a panel member - ''Some were
3004 and some were still crud."')

B1la: {y theory is that you come into fandom,

pretiy young, all gosh wow about these stories.
You've zot your sense of wonder but as you mature you
read the stories less for enjoyment than to see whether
you can pnick holes in them. If vou're going to read some-
tiing from this point of view, how can vou sit and wonder
at them. :

Panel Member: That's the point that Marion Bradley made
that I quoted and I think that it isn't quite

as anplicable as that. I think thera's much range, more

variation in fantasi=s than you would sttribute to them.

Another Panel Member: It is not so wmuch Ihat people read
tham to pick holes in them but when you first

kit science fic-tion, every idea is a new idea to you;

évery story plot and so forth.,  After you've read 23 stories

with the same idea, you'wze no longzr reading for that

‘idea, you’re reading for what story values there arz beyond

it and, of course, so much science £iction hasn e T L o

You'xe aware of it D=f‘ausa in one sense you're simply *adnd

in another sense you're more inf ormed.

Kemn: Dav=, do vou have a new question?

Dave Kyle: No, nct really, it was just a comment on the
' ”pravlous comment concerning the sense of
wonier,

Panzl Member. - 1nte*rupt°1 “"Comirents on comments
on comments?"') ' '

(Laughter)

Kyle: We should also remember that we as readers are
not just the ones who wers concerned with sense

of wondeir in our early days of reading science {iction.

The authors too have a senseof wondzr, The quastion

should b= raised, as the reader :chanzes, so doesn't the

author change? The sens2 of wonder does not necessarily



mean in its loss something that the reader has lost; it
can be that ic is a-reflection’ of something that.the author
has lost. ' i "

(Applause}

(At this point there was'a comment by a fan from the
back ol the room about 'fringe fans but it was
indistingzuishable, Therz was also some additional . .-
discussion about £ringe fans, most of which is also
~indistinguishabla.j} iy : '

d, do you have a comment or question?

]

Kamp:

Ed Wood: I want to answer his question by my own example,
my own 1ife. I £irst stsrted reading science
F€°tiol in 1936. I didn't write my fivst letter until 1644
and I didn't attend my first ccnvention until 1652 and if I
had seen Fllison in one ¢f his more maniacal moments I
protacly never would have come to-a ccavention. Now let me
ask you. Let me say why. wWhen I read this Sarzsant Saturn
in a silly publication, I thought i% was incomprehensible.
I thought they were maaiacs, stupid, idiots. 1 read all the
science fiction magazines I could. I wantad to l=szrn abcut
this thing in every »ossible way I knew how and I 1earned
something about sciznce ficijon fan magazines. About 1948,
or 1947 or something like that; these diabolically printed
or manufactured nieces of naper came throuzh, looked like
the scribblings of lunatics. These were fan magizines, these
were tellinz me something about science fiztion. But thera
was no science Ziction in them. They- were talk:ng about
photoszraphy, Communism, poiitics, music, 3azz and the whole
works and ithere was nothing about sciznce fiction in them.
The pzople who are these fringe ' fawns stay away from fandom
becausa of the fact, that fandom doesn’'t attract them be-.
cavse fandom has strayed away from its true source = that
of science fiction. They ara too wise to get into these
other activities which are entertaining but are meaningless
in ta2rms of fandom.

60 iy

Kemp: The young laay.

(Ther= was a comment by someone from the ‘back which
is incomprehensible on tha tape - she was dlscussing



the fact that she considered herself a fringe fan
and was telling why she would never be moxre than
a frings £an.) '

[Nt AN

Panel Membzr: Those are some very good points. when is
the first issus of your fanzine ccming out?

(Laughter)
Kemp: Jack Harness?
Harneass: I think this is the answer. I am a science fic-

tion fan. I am not a science f£3i
o~

tion fan 24
hours of the day, 3&5-1/4 days out of the yoar

MNow zhere

simply is not tnat much scienca Fictirm to (4scuss. Fans,
being vocal types, like to talk about evacyihing. < any-
thing, they talk too mech. Now so i i: narcursl that their

other interests come in too. Scienzc “i-“lon fas naving
imaginacion to be interasted in scieice fi~ticn nece ssarily
have the imagination tc ba intarested im other things as
well. They like to talk about the readinz meifter - scie
fiction; they like to talk about the paonie they meet, the
fans and non-fans; they like to talk about the music they
like and they find thei other people iike this too. If
some people don't 1llie iz, well, they cam se=k out the
orizinal famzine ihat dsas specialize in all Fiction or
serious discussion oI st 2 rfiction as such or read some
comic pook Aanu,nav %': m pe rlOCLL] haopv with the situa-
7 simply isn't.that much about
in the fa n press. Thank vou.

‘TJ

6)

(ﬁpplause).-

Bill Evans: Actually, I feel I'm t¢wo fans in one.
I'm a Sam Moskowsitz -fan type and I'm

even a Tad wWhite type fan occéasionaily. It dzpends on
wher am and what I'mn deing and who I'm wich., If I'm

era I
talking to Sam (and I iike to talk to Sam), :then I'll be
1 i 15 aovout sciencz fictjon. wWe'll be Laug;ag abcut
as, books, illustrations and b1b1 ozrannias., I
do that. But that's not all of fandom to me. I
¢ to 3o avound with Ted wWhite on :azz in a fanzine.
I like o write sagas in FAPA., I don't think I mention

science fiction very much in that. Occasionally. But most

()
o
pu—t
‘.s.'n
=



of the time it's non-science fiction type ‘fandom. You have
this split in fandom; you have this split in fans. You

have the fantasy artists who are split. Sometvimes they're
fantasy and science fiction artists and sometimes they're
just artists. You have th2 writers. Some of the time
they're science fiction and fantasy oriented writers and
other cimes they're just writing. I don't think that you
can make a statement that fandom will fold up if sciencz
fiction is never mentioned. You always have a group who
come in tecause they're interested in science fiction and'
wno will continue to be interested in science ficrion. You
have another group that came in bacausa they had peen in-
terested in science fiction mecre or less and fcuad in fandom
something odd in science fiction. ‘A witer of communication
with other peonle who had wide-rangin: interests. That is
the reason I think I am two fars in one. :

(Applause)
Kemp: Have you a ccmment o a question?

Fan from the floor: A comment. I think that one o° the

things that we forget about science fiction is
that people read science fiction for its content and ons of
the things about science fiction is that it has a very wide-
ranging content so that the comments on this in fanzines are
very wide-ranging. For instance, there was some critical
statements about the discussion of reality in a few recent
fanzines. Yet the last two Hugos for past novzls went to
stories which were nothing but interesting discussions of
theolozy. (Some side comments by the members o= the panel
at this point made ths rest of the fan's speech unintell-
igible.)

Kemp: (Asked a lady from the back to come up to the
mike : :

Lady fan: I think it is mostly a desire to meet people

with crezative ideas and to exchange creative
ideas and, in general, discuss them with each other and if
you don't have people who will exchanze these creative
ideas, you don't have anybody to talk to.



Kemp: Sam?

Sam Moskowice: I think possibly it boils down to this.
That all of thz people in fandom hiave othar
interssts but many of us like myself havs, if we ara
se:;ous"y 1nt°"es,ec in Dsycnoloo,, w2 will o0 to people
l

e

talkln aOOUu and dwsbuus ;t with them and 1: we are in-
*a*eateﬂ in mainstresm luzerature, as I am, T have access
D

which I can zain something but I think possibly the average
scizpnece fiction fan who comes into fandom has no one to
sound his ideas or theories about on cubjiects other thz
science fiction except other f£ans, sO JOuSLu&7 fhen n2 is

srateful for an opporiunity toc sound =% and get whatevar
reasclar e ean " - 4s- fofTme, have ‘:fxzculcy relraining
from vomiting when l3-year-olds try to 2xplain s2X Lo me
in thz fan mazazines and wnen they tell me thezy have just
discovearzd athelsm and what it is, when they try to tell
me th2 meaning of Leninism or Marxism....

(interruption by Ted Wnite: "You don't have to

cead them!™)

....I have other souvrzzs for that material which are much
more rewarding than the other fans who krow nothing, and
nossibly thera is ancthier answer too. 13- -year-olds or
14-vear-olds can get a hearing in science fiction with no
qua‘:flca cions at a211. In th2 general world - out in the
mundane world - who th2 hell would let a person who had
never studied medicine, who knew nothing about medicinz,
tell the doctors how to run their businesses or tell them
how it should be done.

dhite: Sam, who would allow a doctor to make the
misinformed statements you wifs made over the

name of an M.D. abou a druz when 5 minutes with tha

Encyclonedia Brittanica woulj nave cloared up any

misconceptions?

Sam: I'm afraid you're not qualified to know whether

she made a misinformed statement. The man who

arsgued azainst har spoka to me and said that he was not fully
jnformed; that ha had madz an error. I saw him in



San Francisco a few wzeks ago. Now, you ouzhi to check
that.

el I'm not speaking for his errors. I know she
mads errors. She did so as an authority. He
didn't. MNow, the question he2re, however, ramains whether

‘\

a l3-year-oli can talk about psycnolo y without zoing to
an authority. 13-vear-olds don't have access to authority.
S5am, you are someone. You can turn to padple. I don't
know who you turn ©o but you can turn to Orviile Prescott
when you want to talk about mainstream literature. The
13-year-old can'c. '

Sam: That's just what I said. I said most of you
peorla have no one to turn to, so you tura to
yourselwves. But other people do have pecple to turn to
and if you wers intsrested in the subject you would f£ind
people to turn to so tierefore I Zind most of your meander-
ing kind of naus=2ating and the oniy time I listen to you
is when you speak on a subject about which you know some-
thing. Then I listen to you....

Tad? How do you know what I know anything about?

.. .But when you try to tell me avout, even in many <as=as,
music, I mean, I'm a littla skeptical.

T=4d: Well, I'm sorry you're skeptical, but I am an
autlorlty on music, ha, ha, ha.

(Lauzhter)

Sam: That's what you told me but no one =lsz has
ever told me you're an authority on music.

Ted: By Rogue magzazine who called me a top jazz
critic. That's nonsense but if you want

authorlity, you can tuxn to published authority.

Sam: Rozue is nmot qualified to cal1 anybody an

autiority on ‘azz.

Ted: Jould you lire to try Harlan Ellison or
Bruce Eiliot?



Kemp: The zentleman standing

Standing Fan: If you want to coasulift an authority, it
costs at leagt five bucks a visit.

(Laughter)

Jou vay: You weaire speaking of fans and other poople
having a hani::ap. At the moment onz of my most
serious nandicaps is that I'm not a2 fan. I was a fan for
avout 5 yzars but for 22 years befores I had any contacts
with any fans I was collecting, readiing and indexing science
fiction and fantasy literature. I knew about fandom “rom
the latter columns of the mazazines and framkly I thought
it was the most screwball thing from the stuff that tuirned
gTiEhieY TeEre " coilumnsS  and SO ONb o e .

c
"0

(]
o

od: Blzss you, Don Day!

ees.In 1945 I found that the Pittcon [sicl was closa to my
home so I went down there to see what thes=a stranze people
wexe liks., I got down thare and I foundi not a bunch of
screwoalls 1lik= expacted. I found a lo: of wonderful,

wondarful ooople, many of whom' I'm proud to call my friends
and meeting th2sa people showed me what there was in fandom
for me asidzs from collectinz and reading and so on and for

about S years I was vary active. Now I zo:t out of active
fandom for onme reason and one rzason only. It was z simple
matter that I felt that the advantages I got from being an
active fan weren't worth the amount of work I was putting
into it so I dropped out of active fandom. Buz every time
there is a convention on the Pacific coast, you'll see me
righi thare, fan or no fan, to see those wonderful, wonder-
Zul people,

(Applause)

Kemp: Jon, we also want to see you in Chicazo. I
think no more. .e will wind up on the hapoy

note +*hat there is still a general conclusion that there
are siill peopla who are very 200d neople in fandom and
we will let it go at that. This panel is now over.

* 0k % Kk ok * *



In connacrion with the portion of the panel discussing
whethar or not fandow is unique, I'd lik2 to give an =xample
of how camera buzs ares °very bit as vocal in writing as SF
fans, ani in Eaﬂ“ aven havz fauis, £%

2 startej with a ﬂolumn‘s in Pooular
izinz T8A (Yliotographic Sozi2ty of America)

L .
Jacob deschin's column =allsd, “Say It With Your Camer o

3
=
v
e
U

4 wes born 2¢ years azo as an associa-

tion of camera clubs. Although ostansibly it
hzs broadened its basz since then to reprasent
&ll amateurs whathsr 2lub members oy not, its
character remalins essentially ti.2 sams. A4n
orzanization of szlon-oriented 25z3pists, wor-
endzsers of techniqus for its owm caka; and
hobby riders of th2 trite, the Llooilass emotrion
and the pratiy=-nr etuj sentiment. OFf {he 2xhil-
alat‘ng Prozrass in attitudes and approaches
toward photographic medium that has tzzn =vident
all arouni it in the course of the nearly thraee
dzcadzas of its exﬁsten.v, littlz has penztrated
the Socisty. It stands today an island mora
barran than evar in a world of widening explor-
ation and discovery of individual potential.’

4

He 'gpts 05" co 2Ll TE vurposelass, vazuz, confused, aim-
3 zational nonsensz which has littlz
to do with photography, prete tious in that it oaly r=a11y
ha" surface concern with pho -ogr_ hy, mora with orgzanizati
and honors

This stirred up a storm of letiars in the readars' column,
with quotes in Jan. '62 such as, '"His tarminolozy is as warped
as his thinking. Hs terms the Son rlety sprawling liks an - a
cctorpus or ungainly monster. You ;0014 cay the same thinz of
an enemy aray calling them “hordes”when actually thay are
Wwall ragimented dAnvo divisions, bau,gllons, 2tz. I must say
is excee

his i;norance
acute iiarrhza
Montan

S 2d2d only by another malaiy I would term
o< thz pan.” --Frank Flahzr:y, Great Falls,
:bject Portfolio i#2 notabook,
am, Missovla, Mon:tana,

Subiect

; A, Burnh

me , ani, in par
“Chia wQ -~ congzratmnlacions on your sxam success,

I see your nusbana's namz in somz. of the 8F mags quite oftena-



r2ally apn? oy i h;u story ““Gold= ?yramid’ whish was in an

antholo: y I rzad wracantly. Ineii=n tally -- any of you 2eors

who uqvcr & Fead 3ﬂy of th2 "n2y school® of sciznca fiztion

ars missingz soms=! ¢ 7 :rOm *pﬂ spaz2 ajven-
‘ i ies. In my

ture stcey -wh

opinion it i3 don. VTG {gd chalmzns;n
rmazinacivz, ar 7 provocative thing. £ zood story

Y0s8es probl;ms navar answarad. “Jhen I want 2o ascape

I réas el S
Burnkhanm 2

m2tz2orolo~is &
Flaherﬁ 3, with 3 boys and, I beliave, is

7k 1°°tViﬂ11 2n7% Jncerfu‘.

TLQ ?"‘°=n_ notak is about J=1’7" thidkof 0-1/2 x J1

[ Zian {0 typed or handyrittan oazes of

S3 “omrrlu_4 oI family naws, news about otliay plioto fans

§ and "¢Scussi 018 mostly ebout photewrasi

cussions about aspzcois of radio, fistiJH

1' this on= portfolio haz 16 m2mbers

to New Jexsszy.

v \‘4‘ T

Whge =g only onz of six diffsrent portfolics incluiing
one that Is to allJ tape-racordei that I belons +o in photf.o-
grashiy. Th=2se groups conLai ceoplz of 2ll az=5 and walks
oi lifs whoss= :ommon zrouni of interess isg sheton¥anhy, fust
as sciance fi-tion weg orizinally the common intewm¢ of SF
£ans, and still is for most new members.

2IF4 cr2ased zreatly in size with our now Sins
mzatiag € the YM-YIC4 in Hewark. )& are zaveraging
over 25 22tiny, wostly youny Ebmlie . & e wf
them col §. all ow discussions are on scifence
fietion ’

Our axpanded March mzxiing, despite fts lask of bio nama
still drew about 75 pzopla, ({5 paid ma nb zships at tha door
plus jue b ano <id not nay ; contrary to the
Ligurs v A

The Lunacon In April drew about 157 nzople, a2 mosct
enthusiastic audienzz2, for what nrovad to b2 an interssting
sciznze fiction (and fantasy, prozram.

e 5 » imaril

7 interes*ed in Szience

n ou iz kave our sharz of
. = and interssts too 20 We ar:z not
an unusual Zroup. 4z are ‘ust an or anaL] crosc gect
Amarican 1ife who hapsen tc have in common an nterest in



Sciznce Ficticn ani this vrinzs us togzther. Why snould
EF fans want to consider tha2msz2lvas uniquz anyway? Tais
could bring up some 1nLe cesting psychological aspects
coplam ' < TTh

R TR R SRR, Vot T SR L

NOTE CORRECTION: On the last page of the panel transzripg,
the f£i1:th parajraph contains an error where Don Jay s2id ==
In 1¢4€ I Zound that the £iticon -- this should say
Taciatced”,

FROM: : o 1 S
SAM & CHRIS MOZKOMITC
343 Sewventh Ave. tisst
Nawark 7, New Jaacgy




